Notes:  March 16th – CIG Charette
Attendees:
CIG Communities
Danny McKelvey 
Gregg Fusaro

Linwood
Tom Kunkemoeller (Turf Club owner)
Bonnie Levine
Todd Newcomb
Michelle Sallee
Elizabeth Stoehr
Marlene Wagner
Jack Weaver

Charette hosted by CIG Communities’ Development Associate, Danny McKelvey and Partner, Gregg Fusaro.  
· CIG has contracted to purchase the former Wine Cellar Innovations site located at 4575 Eastern Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45226. Also includes the parking lot currently used by Brew River Restaurant.
· Under the terms of the agreement, they will need to close on the purchase in 45 days.
· Project is eligible for the Ohio Community Reinvestment Program, aka Tax Abatement.
· The orientation of the building was described as: North – front of the building facing Eastern Ave, South – rear of building facing the railroad tracks, East – end closest to Columbia Pkwy ramp and West – end closest to Downtown.
· Due to environment concerns, the northeastern two-thirds of the building will be demolished. 
· Hope to keep the stone tower, some brick and the white concrete portion of the southwestern end.
· It is believed that part of the existing site in the southeastern end (white concrete area) could accommodate 200 parking spaces. Another parking garage would be built on the eastern end of the site to accommodate an additional 250 parking spaces.
· Remediation will be a factor, but until demolition begins the extent will not be known. They will follow EPA regulations. 
· Focus will be on building approximately 275 multi-family apartments ranging in size from Studio (560 sq ft) to 3 bedroom (1400 sq ft) with pricing from $1100 - $2800 per month.
· There was mention of some “affordable” rental options through a program called Workforce that is based on 80-100% of median income for Hamilton County.
· The apartment development would be 4 stories, which would be the same height as the existing water tower structure on the site.
· Zoning allows for up to 450 apartment units.
· Would likely pave over the parking lot (used by Brew River) as it was a gas station in the past and this would not require remediation.
· Timeline estimations: demolition and remediation – 1 year.  Build out – 2 years.
· There will be improvements made to the streetscape and would work with City of Cincinnati to make the area more pedestrian friendly.  They are aware it is a truck route.
· Due to economic climate – this is not the market for condos or mixed use development. Forced to build high-end to be profitable.
Feedback/general consensus from Linwood (Marlene):
· Would like to see the “Business District” welcome more businesses via mixed use vs strictly multi family unit development
· Would like to see affordable housing, but not section 8.
· Welcome balanced redevelopment in terms of ownership/affordable rent.
· Want to be kept informed on status of sale and redevelopment.


