POSITION STATEMENT_BLOOR_Andy Juengling_1ST DRAFT

THE OUTLINE, intended use:
It will be converted to a letter to be sent as a position statement to Andy Juengling ahead of the meeting on April 16th.  Council should sign it since it will reflect the vote taken at the LCC meeting in January, 2021.  

1) Per Andy Juengling, the April 16th meeting will focus on the request for Zoning change primarily. However, people will be invited to speak on any of these issues for 3 minutes each, not just zoning. That is an opportunity to weigh in with concerns and opinions (I am including at the bottom of this document, Andy’s email explaining how the meeting will work).

2) Converting this “outline” to “a position statement” to Andy Juengling before the City meeting, using the five (5) issues in the Outline below. 
We need one or two people to pick an issue for both, in depth research via City website rules/ordinances/laws about our concerns, and finding examples, or making the case of poor or inappropriate implementation of some projects like this these, IE:
· Columbia Tusculum stormwater issues near Allyn's on C. Parkway.
· Traffic concerns around the site
· Any issue around the five (5) “positions” below
Research is best for City engagement, but, time is short. We are being rushed, any authoritative input at this early stage (even quality of life issues) will be heard, if not considered effective by the City in its final decision. 
	If you are contributing, please send your research, or other information directly to my email ONLY, so not everyone sees a bunch of emails. I will update the Word Doc. esponses.
	If anyone wants another issue added, please let me know, I'll insert it in this Word Doc. 

3) We will have an interim LCC Zoning meeting online (Google Meets, if ZOOM is not available to us) to review our findings by April 11th or 12th. (Other dates? Suggestions?)

4) Finally, I will edit/copy/paste all agreed upon research findings from the outline format, turn it into a letter, and send to Andy Juengling, before the meeting. 

OUTLINE: 

For your reference: January 2021 LCC minutes: 

  Approval letter request. Paul Schirmer for Bloor St./Beechmont Circle development
A vote was taken: 1 in favor, 6 against, 1 abstention; approval letter declined. TJ will inform the developer. 
Some reasons provided:
            1) No discernible benefits for Linwood residents and disproportionate number of expensive rental properties compared to those owned in the community (members of which probably cannot afford them).
            2) Not enough lead time to consider what could be there, and to further inform the community, after a lapse of communication by developers from May 2019 to Sept. 2020.
            3) Much concern over traffic issues, because of other developments on Linwood Avenue, and ODOT’s eventual Eastern Corridor changes.  Those need to be addressed first before new development.
            4) Historic properties exist in Linwood, and its growth plan (2002) was intended to preserve them. Tied into effect on property values of viable older homes, and increased taxation.


Here are the five (5) issues we should target for our presentation 
· After each issue, the names of one or more of us who might be willing to do the research/preparation. 
1) The Zoning change itself: 
· Nina Johns: Will research City site for definitions, compare to our neighborhood development desires: single family, affordable housing, and the value of “mixed use”; consult with City Zoning to see which code best allows for this.
· Nina Johns: Requested Coordinated Site Review (Ringer, March 29th)
· Elizabeth Hartlaub: We can use existing home architecture and SF-2, SF-4 zoning to point out that this proposed zoning change is not congruous to the neighborhood make-up. ML, SF-2, SF-4 would be the three most logical options for this neighborhood. (EH)

2) Flood plain construction: 
· Jane Butschie: (Linwood resident, attended March 25th meeting) “I will put together a “concern” letter, and try and get it to you early this week.  I want to look at the flood map also, as I had some questions and back and forth with FEMA over the past few years as our flood insurance went from $500 a year to nearly $9,000 a year for 2020.  That may also be helpful – I just need to remember where it is saved. My husband spoke with a couple of the neighbors.  Some have been offered money by the project developer for their properties.”
· (EH) Email: Stormwater Management Utility (SMU). Josh Snow: Re: Who is responsible for flooding/managing storm water, run-off etc? 


3) Too many rentals/no homeownership stakeholders; density created by 84 units:  
  (No.1 from our minutes, above).
· Elizabeth Hartlaub:  
· I think it would be helpful to have the actual number of rentals vs. homeowners in this neighborhood. PG or EH will try to find this number.
· Andy J. recommends emailing Paul S. directly to get the cameras/security gates in writing to address safety concerns in the next round of concept reviews. Is that what we would like to see? Could also add, a 24/7 security presence on-site, fencing around the entire property, anything else? Let EH know, I can email Paul.
· Email Department of Community & Economic Development: Re: Any tax incentive applications for this project? If the developer is seeking tax abatement, they will be solely benefitting from the tax breaks, not residents.

4) Traffic and Eastern Corridor:  (No 3 & 4 from our minutes)

· Nina Johns and/or, Elizabeth Stoehr, can see if MtLCC-Linwood CAG think it's appropriate to share the ODOT study they did on Linwood Ave pertaining to the region.  The purpose: contact the engineer they spoke to address the Bloor/Beechmont Circle/Wooster configuration.
· (EH): Email Department of Transportation and Engineering: Morgan Kolk: Re: Walking paths in the area, crosswalks, Eastern Corridor Project/effects on this project (if at all?). 
5) Who are the owners/investors for this property?  We wish to know who is building in our neighborhood: As the meeting opened the presentation stated BMC Vision which we've seen on the Ham County website.
· As a group: we can add what we know, and prepare to ask pointed questions about individual owners at the meeting. 
I welcome any comments about this organizational strategy for attending the next meeting.  
If someone is thinking about this in another way, please feel free to let me know.  I'm not invested in it, and in fact it's how the Linwood-CAG approaches the City, with examples.  (A little prediction, too).

Thanks,

Nina	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next page: Andy Juengling’s description of the meeting on April 16th
Nina,
 
The April 16th meeting is a Public Hearing before the City Planning Commission. The Department of City Planning provides staff presentations and recommendations to this hearing body. Notice of the Public Hearing will be sent out this week, which will include instructions on registering to participate in the meeting, and instructions on where the meeting can be streamed (for those that want to watch but not speak). In some cases, there are representatives from other departments in attendance.
 
The focus for this item is the request for the zone change to a Planned Development, including the Concept Plan and Development Program Statement. Members of the public that register to speak are provided an opportunity after staff gives a presentation and the applicant provides and overview of the project. The Planning Commission asks that speakers keep comments to no more than 3 minutes and to not repeat comments or questions that have already been discussed.
 
As for the Coordinated Site Review process, yes, Rodney Ringer is the proper point of contact. Morgan Kolks was the representative from the Department of Transportation and Engineering that reviewed this project and provided comments from that department. So you are correct, she is one contributor, as are other representatives from other departments, myself included. Rodney is the contact that oversees the entire process and coordinates all of the representatives from the various departments.
 
Hopefully this helps clarify your questions. If you have any follow ups, please let me know.
 
Additionally, this like will be provided on the notices that are sent this week,


